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What is Fair Trade?



 

Fair Trade is an 
international 
system of doing 
business based on 
principles of 
dialogue, 
transparency, and 
respect.



 

The Fair Trade 
Certified system 
has a rigorous 
structure of 
monitoring, 
auditing, and 
certification.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fair Trade is about making changes to conventional trade, which frequently fails to deliver on promises of sustainable livelihoods and opportunities for people in the poorest countries in the world. It offers stable and sustainable trading conditions for producers and workers in developing countries and is a viable way for consumers to address poverty and inequality. 

 



+
Why Fair Trade?

Conventional trade  frequently fails to 
deliver on promises of sustainable 
livelihoods and  growth opportunities for 
people often  in the poorest countries in the 
world.

Fair Trade provides tangible benefits to 
small-scale farmers and workers, 
consumers and the environment.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Benefits of Fair Trade

Fair Trade provides tangible benefits to small-scale farmers and workers, consumers and the environment.

Small-Scale Farmers and Workers

Fair Trade Certified products help build economic independence and empowerment for certified farmer cooperatives adn their members, and for workers. They gain stability in their lives and can address basic needs such as housing, health care and education for their families.

Beyond being paid a fair price for their produce, the Fair Trade Premium helps farmers with the following:

Improved access to low or no-interest loans

Better social services including health care and education

Communications systems, and collectively-owned transport and processing equipment

Technical training and skill diversification for cooperative members and their families

Consumers

Gives consumers the option of ethical purchasing according to their values

Empowers them to be a player in the solution to global trade inequities

Provides high quality products

The Mark assures the consumer that the product is guaranteed Fair Trade Certified

Environment

Fair Trade Certification rewards and encourages farming and production practices that are environmentally sustainable, such as:

Integrated farm management systems that minimize pollutants, pesticides and herbicides

Organic agriculture techniques

Banning the use of dangerous pesticides

*Fair trade acknowledges a triple bottom line the true cost of a product -  profits/people/environment.



*Two billion of our fellow global citizens survive on less than $2 per day, despite working extremely hard.



*Poverty  limits people’s choices -  further marginalizes and excludes them -  they become more vulnerable to exploitation, whether as farmers and artisans, or as hired workers within larger businesses.  No hope of bettering yourself  -  no possibility for govt. health/education system



*Cocoa/chocolate – In some areas children are used as slaves are used to harvest cocoa.  Their living conditions are poor and they are beaten if  caught trying to escape.

*Coffee/Sugar Cane – farmers are often forced off their land – bought up by multi-national companies. This takes away their ability to grow food for their families. Forced into cities – poverty.  In the example of sugar cane (“Big Sugar”) people live on company plantations, not allowed to grow food, forced to purchase food from plantation stores that put prices higher than food is available in town.  Damages local economies, people cannot afford to buy food, (not paid enough but company) eat sugar cane, body/tooth health goes down. 

*Textiles – sweat shops - unfair labour practices, not hired if pregnant, rationed bathroom breaks (we could also support union movements in these countries ie China)

 





 





+
How did Fair Trade begin?



 

As people became aware of 
unfair trade situations, they 
wanted a guarantee that 
producers were 
compensated fairly-

 

to ensure 
the farmers and artisans 
behind those products get a 
better deal. 



 

Most often this is understood 
to mean ensuring better 
prices for producers, but it 
often also includes longer-

 term and more meaningful 
trading relationships.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fair Trade began 50 years ago in Africa and Europe. It started with small-scale farmers working in conjunction with international aid organizations from industrialized countries.

The farmers were struggling with a combination of low market prices for their produce and a high dependency on unscrupulous intermediaries. It entrenched their families and local economies in a cycle of poverty.

Together with aid organizations the farmers laid the foundation for a trading system that ensured a fair price for their produce and a direct road to European markets.
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How Does Labeling Work?



 

Fair Trade Labeling Organizations International or FLO 
is the international umbrella of Fair Trade Labelling

-sets standards and strict criteria for producers and         
purchasers



 

TransFair

 

is the Canadian monitoring organization that 
reports to the FLO 

-monitors  Canadian sellers of Fair  Trade products

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are now 20 national Fair Trade Labelling Initiatives in consuming countries that work under the international umbrella of Fairtrade Labelling Organizations International (FLO). Today, there are more than 1.5 million farmers in 59 developing countries working with and benefiting from the sale of Fair Trade Certified products.

In Canada, the Fair Trade Certified Mark is managed by TransFair Canada, a non-profit organization that provides independent third-party certification of products. Fair Trade Certified products available in Canada include coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, rice, quinoa, flowers, wine, fruit, sports balls, Shea butter, honey, cotton, and more, with new products continually being introduced.

Fair Trade Certification is a business model with a difference. There are producers, importers, processors, retailers and consumers but the difference is in the monitoring and certification, which is fundamental to the Fair Trade system. This system ensures that producers are paid fairly and the number of southern intermediaries is minimized.

How it Works

Producers and their organizations are monitored and certified by the independent certification body FLO-CERT. This first level of monitoring and certification occurs in producing countries outside of Canada, with monitoring being done by international third-party auditors who are ISO certified.

Importers within Canada apply to TransFair Canada to be registered as a Trader, which enables them to purchase Fair Trade Certified products from producers. The importers are monitored and audited to ensure their transactions correspond with the producer’s sales and Canadian licensee’s purchases, and also that they are paying producers at least the Fair Trade minimum price plus the Premium.

The Canadian processors sign an agreement with TransFair Canada to become licensed to use the Fair Trade Certified Mark on Fair Trade Certified products purchased from FLO-registered importers. They submit quarterly reports and are regularly audited by third-party auditors to ensure that they are doing business with certified producers and/or importers, and that they are adhering to the business standards set out by TransFair Canada.

At the retail and consumer end of the chain, the guarantee of certification is found in the TransFair Fair Trade Certified Mark that is printed on the packaging.

When a product carries the Fair Trade Certified Mark, it means it has passed through the system of monitoring and certification. The Fair Trade Certified Mark guarantees that:

The price paid reflects the true value of farm labour

Affordable credit is available if requested by the producer

Direct trading relationships are established

Products such as coffee come from democratically organized cooperatives of small producers





*FLO (Fairtrade Labeling Organizations Int’l) – (standards are public/can be viewed on website)

                                                                         - organizes support for producers around the world

                                                                         - develops global fair trade strategy

                                                                         - promotes trade justice internationally

                         Certifies Producers who follow strict criteria – fair labour (living wage) and sustainable environmental practices 

                                                                                      - governance

                                                                                      - democratic participation (usually democratic associations of small scale farmers)

Transfair Canada – National nonprofit FairTrade Certification organization –verifies Canadian fair trade products meet int’l standards

                                                                                                            - license companies that sell products

                                                                                                            - help communities, companies and citizens promote Fair Trade   												     Certified products.

                       Buyers (stores) also adhere to strict rules – regularly report and submit to on-site audits

                                                      - buy at a minimum price, offer long term contracts (ensures a steady market), cash advances if necessary



Most fairtrade products are raw luxury materials (coffee, tea, chocolate, sugar) that cannot be grown in Canada  but in countries who often don’t have labour or environmental laws.  Canadian producers cannot be certified Fair Trade because there already are fairly traded because of our labour/human rights and environmental laws.   

 (minimum wage, maximum work hours, govt health care, the ability to form cooperatives, the right to refuse dangerous work, a responsive govt, courts that dispense justice to ordinary citizens including the poor (if someone starts to farm your land or buy it at ¼ of its value you have recourse through police and the courts.) water protection laws.







+
What about Consumers?


 

For the average 
consumer the choice 

to purchase fair trade 
could mean a few 
extra dollars per 

product. The more we 
insist on purchasing 
Fair Trade the more 

there will be 
available.

Presenter
Presentation Notes


Maybe show some examples of fair trade products and compare the prices. Putting into perspective that the few dollars makes such a huge difference to a family.

Buying Fair Trade gives the opportunity for people in developing countries can contribute and be part of a healthy local economy eventually eliminating need for aid.   Less vulnerable to exploitation.

                                      hope of bettering yourself�                                      possibility for government/health/education system

The two logos shown here are what consumers should be looking for. Be wary of products that say the are partially fair traded… or their product is traded fairly. This does not mean they are certified. When a product is certified the farmer, buyer, and everyone down the line is audited and has transparent accounting so you know for sure that the people on the other end are taken care of. The middle man or men are often taken out of the equation.   Highlight what this means to the farmers……(come out of binder)



+
What about Local?



 

Purchasing Fair Trade 
doesn’t mean that someone 
should not choose to 
purchase locally. It is more 
sustainable to purchase 
local products where you 
can.  Farmer’s Markets are a 
great place to purchase 
local products.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purchasing Fair Trade doesn’t mean that someone should not choose locally. It is more sustainable to purchase local products where you can. But when making a choice about purchasing a product produced outside of Canada, having Fair Trade option gives us a choice to choose products that were traded fairly. 

Again, most fair trade products are made from ingredients that we cannot grow in Canada ie, coffee, tea, chocolate, sugar cane, cotton.



(if necessary) Sugar beets – We import 10 times more sugar than we grow in Alberta

Alberta beets are turned into liquid sugar and sold to soft drink industry ie Pepsi, Coke.  Rogers icing sugar is the only product that is solely AB sugar beet sugar, Rogers granulated sugar: sugar cane and may contain some sugar beet sugar , everything else is imported sugar cane. 





+
What does being a Fair Trade Town 
Mean?

Olds was declared 
the first Fair 
Trade Town in 
Alberta on 
November 9, 
2009

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Actually a fair price 



The Fair Trade Towns campaign is an exciting initiative that allows and makes it convenient for communities to support global Fair Trade at the local level.  The campaign increases availability and awareness of Fair Trade Certified products.



The idea of a "Fair Trade Town" was born in England in 1999, when an Oxfam group in the town of Garstang wanted to promote Fair Trade as part of a community effort.

The campaign aimed to make Garstang the world's first Fair Trade Town and this goal soon attracted the interest of others throughout the community including private citizens, local businesses, and the town council.



All of the excitement surrounding the campaign soon captured the attention of local and regional media and before long Garstang became a famous landmark and an international campaign was born. ��Many towns have followed the Garstang.'s example There are now more than 630 Fair Trade Towns in 18 countries!





+
What does being a Fair Trade Town 
Mean?
TO BECOME A FAIR TRADE TOWN, COMMUNITIES need to 
ACHIEVE  THE FOLLOWING 6 GOALS....

The local town council must use F air Trade Certified products and 
support the Fair Trade Towns campaign

A percentage of stores & restaurants must sell/ serve Fair Trade

 
Certified products

A percentage of workplaces, faith groups, & schools must use and

 
promote Fair Trade Certified products

A steering group must be created for continued commitment

Public awareness events and media coverage must be held on Fair 
Trade and the campaign

There are other ethical and sustainable initiatives promoted within 
the community

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about what we have currently done in regards to these points:

Food for Life series on Fair Trade

Fair Trade Brownies at the Olds Fashioned Christmas

Providing Fair Trade products at various public events

Fair Trade segment on Olds TV

Various News spots on Radio Stations, Television Stations and in newspapers

Twitter and Tweeting







+
What did that mean for Olds?



 

Local stores and 
supermarkets (retail outlets) 
offer two or more Fair Trade 
Certified products.



 

Local restaurants and cafes 
(catering outlets) serve two 
or more Fair Trade Certified 
products.



 

A steering committee in 
Olds that is committed to 
maintaining the Fair Trade 
Town designation.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Very basic rundown of how we got there



Support from the local political authority␣ The city council or local political authority passed a resolution in support of Fair Trade and the local campaign, including: i.A commitment to purchase only Fair Trade Certified tea, coffee and sugar, and other Fair Trade Certified products where possible, for all meetings, in its offices and canteens .ii. Local city council allocates Fair Trade Town responsibilities to a member of staff or committee to ensure continued commitment to its Fair Trade Town status.

Fair Trade Certified products available in stores and restaurants␣ At least (X) number* of local stores and supermarkets (retail outlets) offer two or more Fair Trade Certified products.␣ At least (Y) number* of local restaurants and cafes (catering outlets) serve two or more Fair Trade Certified products.* Population of < 10 000: X = 1 retail outlet per 2500; Y = 1 catering outlet per 5000 Population of < 200 000: X = 1 retail outlet per 5000; Y = 1 catering outlet per 10 000 Population of < 500 000: X = 1 retail outlet per 10 000; Y = 1 catering outlet per 20 000

Support of community groups: workplaces, faith groups and schools␣ A number of local workplaces serve and promote Fair Trade Certified products. ␣ A number of local faith groups serve Fair Trade Certified products and promoteFair Trade through educational and promotional activities.␣ A number of local schools and universities offer Fair Trade Certified products and promote Fair Trade through educational programs and awareness-raising activities.

Public support: media and the general public␣ There is media coverage on the campaign.␣ Public events are organized to raise awareness about Fair Trade and the local campaign.



Do a basic rundown of what we are required to do now and an update about what we are working on……….



(INSERTED BY PRESENTER)



+
What about becoming a Fair Trade 
Business/Organization ?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highlight handout of who is currently a Fair Trade partner.



(INSERTED ABOUT THE PRESENTER) Specific information and discussion with that organization about what it might mean for them.



Retail Businesses: Carry at least one fair trade product

Catering Businesses: Offering Fair Trade options (at least one)

Organizations: Offer fair trade products as an option in your coffee room and at your events.



Share some success stories as part of your discussion ie, The day after we became a Fair Trade town we were featured in an article in the Calgary Herald and about 10-12 other news publications.  



+
Questions and Contacts?

Email: fairtrade@oldsinstitute.com

Olds Website: www.fairtradeolds.weebly.com

TransFair
 

Website: www.transfair.ca

mailto:fairtrade@oldsinstitute.com
http://www.fairtradeolds.weebly.com/
http://www.transfair.ca/
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